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Steamboat Will ie
Without a doubt,  Disney’s 1928 cartoon 
Steamboat Will ie represents a series of  
cultural and historically significant f irsts: 
the first cartoon with fully synchronized  
sound, the first fully post-produced 
soundtrack, among the first f i lms ever to 
be storyboarded and finally distr ibuted 
and the first public appearance of  the 
cheek y mouse that would go on to become 
one of the world’s most beloved personalities. 

All  in all ,  Steamboat Will ie was a ground-
breaking achievement in the world of  
motion pictures. . . 

But more than that ,  this short ,  black and 
white cartoon represents Walt Disney’s 
creativity and determination;  two quali -
t ies that are also embedded in the ethos 
behind LEGO @ Ideas. 
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Disney was convinced that sound would bring a real 
sense of  magic and humor to the cartoon…and it  truly 
did.  His sense of  storytell ing and drive for technical  
innovation prevailed and led to International fame for 
both Walt Disney and Mickey Mouse.  90 years later,  
The Walt Disney Company stil l  represents the world’s 
best storytelling and innovation in animation.  

We are proud to present this model and hope it  builds 
a l ittle of  that sense of  magic that Steamboat Will ie did 
when it  was first screened.
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Meet  the  Designers
Máté Szabó Fan Designer,  Budapest ,  Hungary

Máté is a professional animator who loves to shoot and make  videos  
and of course, LEGO@ creations. See his Instagram feed: @szabolego.

“I  loved playing with LEGO bricks as a child and stil l  love the way  
the system works.  It  teaches me so much about thinking in a greater 
contex t. 

I  am inspired by Disney characters,  cartoons and movies and wanted 
to pay my respect to the br il l iant artists who create those master-
pieces.  When I  saw the classic Mickey Mouse from the Disney Minifig-
ure series,  I  started thinking about Steamboat Will ie.  

When creating the model,  I  re-watched the short as many times as I 
could and searched for layout drawings for accuracy. But I  also had to 
reduce the number of  elements in the model and make it  more simplis-
tic too.  The most difficult  part was the hull  of  the boat ,  where I  tr ied 
to make it  as round as possible.  It  took about 3 months to complete 
the model,  working on it  a couple hours in a day. 

It  was an amazing honor to reach the magic 10,000 votes.  The hard-
est part came after the 5,000-vote milestone.  It  was a real  push be-
cause we only had 44 days before the deadline.  I  really want to thank 
everyone who was  involved. 

To those in the LEGO Ideas community,  my advice 
is to be yourself  and create something 
that you’re interested and love.   
That’s it .” 

Máté’s   
favorite…

…LEGO @ set: 
 
 Main Street (6765), 
 it ’s  very playable 
and there are lots 
of  hidden surprises 
in it .

…element: 
 
 The 85861 LEGO 
Plate 1 x 1 Round 
with Open Stud is 
very handy, because 
it  can link shafts 
and plates and other 
kinds of  br icks.

…LEGO designer: 
 
 MetalBeard’s Sea 
Cow designers   
Michael Fuller,  
Jordan David Scott 
and Chris Stamp

…Fan/community 
 designer:
 
Amongst others, 
 Kevin Szeto creator 
of  the LEGO Ideas 
Beatles Yellow   
Submarine
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John Ho, LEGO@ Designer

“I watched Steamboat Will ie at university and was amazed 
by the fact that it  was the first Disney cartoon with syn-

chronized sound and Mickey Mouse’s f irst appearance on 
screen. I  hope to br ing that moment of  amazement and 
wonder to everyone who builds this model.

My job is to translate the great LEGO @ Ideas fan submis-
sion into a great LEGO product with an enjoyable building 

flow, unique details and fun play experience.  So many details 
of  the 0riginal are creatively represented in this model.  The 
challenge was keeping those great details,  while adding in a 

function.  It  is  so fun to push the model around and see the paddles and 
smoke stacks move!

  Steamboat Will ie is  a hugely important landmark in the history of  Disney animation,  so    
   representing it  in LEGO bricks was an honor that made every work day feel  unique and 
special.”

Crystal Bam Fontan, LEGO Graphic Designer  

“Steamboat Willie is such a timeless classic and Mickey will  always be a fan favorite so to 
be a part of the development of this set was a huge honor! 

As a LEGO Graphic Designer, my job is to try and fulfill  the Fan Designer’s dreams, as 
much I can achieve through graphics. Máté Szabó really managed to add a lot of detail 
to his submission. 

With this set we added Minnie and the multiple decorated elements. 
The most challenging part was to make the Mickey and Minnie  
minifigures really stand out since they are the main characters.  
I  decided to add some extra vivacity with silver details on their  
accessories and on the S.S. Willie to give it that extra pop! As a 
fun Easter egg we featured the goat from the short as part of 

the decorated music sheet element.
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GATHER SUPPORT
HOL DIR UNTERSTÜTZUNG
RASSEMBLE DES VOTES

CHIEDI DI ESSERE SUPPORTATO
GANA APOYOS
OBTÉM APOIO

SZEREZZ TÁMOGATÁST
IEGŪSTI ATBALSTU
获得更多支持

SHARE YOUR IDEA
TEILE DEINE IDEE

PARTAGE TON IDÉE
CONDIVIDI LA TUA IDEA

COMPARTE TU IDEA
PARTILHA A TUA IDEIA

TEDD KÖZZÉ AZ ÖTLETED
DALIES AR SAVU IDEJU

分享您的观点
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LEGO® REVIEW
LEGO® PRÜFUNG

EXAMEN PAR LEGO®

REVIEW LEGO®

REVISIÓN DE LEGO®

AVALIAÇÃO LEGO® 
LEGO® VÉLEMÉNYEZÉS

LEGO® RECENZIJA
乐高®评论

NEW LEGO® PRODUCT 
NEUES LEGO® PRODUKT 

NOUVEAU PRODUIT LEGO®

NUOVO PRODOTTO LEGO®

NUEVO PRODUCTO LEGO®

NOVO PRODUTO LEGO®

ÚJ LEGO® TERMÉK
JAUNS LEGO® PRODUKTS

新的乐高®产品

LEGO.com/ideas

THE FLINTSTONES and all related characters and elements © & ™ Hanna-Barbera. (s19)
© Disney
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Customer Service
Kundenservice

Service Consommateurs
Servicio Al Consumidor
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Do you like this LEGO® Ideas set?
The LEGO Group would like your opinion on the new 
product you have just purchased. Your feedback will help 
shape the future development of this product series.  

Please visit:

LEGO.com/productfeedback
By completing our short feedback survey, you will be 
automatically entered into a drawing to win a LEGO® prize.

Terms & Conditions apply.


